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Amani Bremou, 33

Masterstudies Human ressources Management, London School of Economics

After nine years of chasing my right, the right to education that the Syrian war interrupted,
I am currently one of the many LSE students, studying HRM.

Throughout my double story as a Syrian refugee I have discovered how challenging could
be to manage a group of people, but as much as it is challenging as much it is very decisive
to have a healthy peaceful fair life. In fact, what has inspired me the most to choose this
field is the role that I played working at the Bashria Centre on Lesvos as a cultural
facilitator, I was able to meet many nationalities with so much similarity between us, but
one distinct difference: *opportunity*. I realised that opportunity matters to thrive, but
also to be recognised. Ever since, I have been obsessed with finding opportunity for others
because what I have learned from the war is that there is no more valuable opportunity
than investing in humans. But the war has also taught me not to be reactionary, but
prepared and ready for the Syrian future that I am dreaming of.

SAO has given me the opportunity to be recognized equally to many other fortunate
students whose country and family are strong enough to support them. Without SAOs
genuine support I could never have reached this. Working at the Bashira Centre was the
first HRM practice I have personally experienced in my life. I wish my studies will end
successfully to reward SAOs hospitality.
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Ronahi Said, 25

Bachelorstudies Communication, University of Västerås, Schweden

I study Language and Communication, a three-year Bachelor Program, taught in both
English and Swedish language in which the student learns how humans communicate in all
aspects of life such as society, family, friends and between genders.

Since I come from a different culture where
communication and relationships are
expressed quite differently, this is really
interesting for me to study, learn more about
the Swedish language, which is my fourth
language, this new culture and at the same
time adapt to this society.

I arrived in Sweden four years ago. I started
with language courses right away and
finished C1 and the Swedish Matura in 3
years so I could apply for university. First, I
started with a Social Service Program, but I
faced a lot of difficulties (one of which was
commuting for almost 4 hours daily because
I could not find a room). Almost 6 years after
leaving Damascus University due to the war,
I am “back on track” at Västeras University
and I hope it goes well.

As for my plans, I cannot wait to finish my
studies and start working, be independent
and follow my slogan “the sky's the limit “.

I feel relieved going back to university feel
like life is “normal”, being a student, versus
“a refugee” and stand on my feet. All that
goes back to SAO and who supported me
from the first step I made in Europe,
mentally and financially so I owe SAO a lot
and will always be thankful.
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Ruha Said, 27

Bachelorstudies Radiologie Nursing,University Lund, Sweden

I am studying Radiology Nursing
at Lund University in Sweden
which is a three-year bachelor
program. 7 years ago, I had to
leave Damascus University only a
month before completing the
bachelor’s degree in English
literature. Now, for several
reasons, I decided to study a
program that has to do with
medicine (totally different from
my interests). The strongest one is
that I would have very good
chances to find a job afterwards
which could improve my legal
status in Sweden that is still
provisory for a duration of 2 years
only. Another reason is that I was
very inspired by how the medical
staff around the world fought and
is still fighting the covid-19 crises.

I would have many plans for my future, but the reasonable steps are to first and foremost
finish my studies and find a job as soon as possible which could help me change my
temporary residency permit into a permanent one. Not knowing if I can stay in Sweden,
where the rest of my family has found a permanent second home is a burden that
accompanies me permanently. After securing myself legally and financially, I plan to go back
to Greece as a volunteer for SAO and be able to help the people there, just like I did in old
days.

Being a young student that has been in Sweden for only four years is tough, there are still
some language barriers which cause loss of self-confidence in some situations, but I always
tell myself that I have survived the war and have the privilege to live in a safe country with
endless opportunities - this nourishes my strong will to move forward.

SAO has helped me a lot during my journey to Sweden, they were the first to find us when
we landed on a deserted beach on the Greek island of Lesvos in March 2016, they provided
us with shelter, food, clothes, and even legal help. Now I am a part of their amazing program,
Back on Track. The program’s name says a lot about it, SAO helps us get back on the road of
education, provides us with a scholarship that covers our finance expenses and even legal
issues.


